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itive in & civilised sort of way, = Eudimlly Gin wvene nelybd by HCHR: foo grdhe ddliholion
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Just ons month after our ecoming o Guam, we were teld to peck sguin, We left '
Guem on the twenty-ninth of January end proceeded to the fleet anchorage et cemsored
whore we finally reached the end of the long and weary road to the carrier Prom

whigh we would fiy in combat, I doult very seriously if there have been many air : %

groups which have been en as many ships in onp tour o duty.

Ye loff{ the sachorsge after a couple of days for throe days trial rum, so wa\\_\
. ¢ould learn the charaeteristics of the ship's operation; and also %o give ship's
Ares " gompany an opportunity to find out ebout us. I think on the whole, everyonc was
& plemsed with the outcome. Upon our return to the anchorage, we started getting
3 - everything in readiness for our first operation, which we learned later was to be
& part of the Pirst carrier strikes egeinst Tokyo. e

A Me The sixtesnth of February found us ut the very gutes of the enemy's howelend.

. ~ The weather was cold end the ceiling so low the seagulls were grounded, but we flow

‘s eayhow, Thore was a fightor sweep over the Tokyo Bay area almost before sun-up,

2 The first strike in which bombors, porpede planes and fighters participated was
agelast Hachijo Jima, & small island one hundred fifty miles south of Tokyo, There
was not much thers, but we wanted to be thorough in our destruction, Thers was one = =
eirfield with udjesent bulldings eand some airplanes on the ground, all of which = .
were properly disposed of. Therc was no fighter opposition over the island eamd e -
enti-aireraft fire wes mesgre, coming mostly from culomatic WeLpons

, Q 27 Due to the Foul weathes we were unable to get to the primary target on the i
'~ afternoon strike, so we hit Hammemetsu Airield, whieh is located southwest of :
. 2/i7 The newt day we struek Toyohashi ..,;,;‘i@ia, which 13 o150 6% WWewmein faleond, i
\X fveryone was smazed by the fast that no ememy fighters were seen over the target
‘and the snti-aireraft waus mesgre. i : : ‘ ‘
Our next strike was et Chichi Jime in the Boning, on the ﬁshtnath of Feb- -‘
_ruarys, There was a good bit of heavy and light anti-sireraft fire encountered o]
there but the strike was successful, bhe bombs being dropped on shipping and e
gound installztions, : : S
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3/28 e were on hand for the invasion of Jwo Jima, giving the ground forces close

first hand view of Mownt Serabachi, which is to be on the posters for the sixth
war loans It wes not co rough for us in the eir, but the Marines had apretty Mo
tough time there on that three by five mile islands e ‘

Te paid the yellow men enothor visit on the twenty-fifth. VYo were godng to v
bomb the business distriet of downtowm Tokyo but egain there wes o lot of bad e
weather to contend withe We flew around over the homeland for about an hour with- __—
out secing any breaks in the overcast over the target. We finmlly dropped G
bowbs on one of Japan's most important sources of foods O
{ 3// the tiret of Hareh found ue over CO:in-ue an® ¥ Ma. where we attacked ship~ 1
: ping. This eoncluded our first ozgretion and we wont back to porte (UL1ThHY) . S

eir support from the twentiet: to the twemty-third of Pebruary. All of us got a g ‘
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F 43// “4 Leaviig port on the Pourtesnth of Yerch, we hoaded north onee uore to give
tha sueny o Lod tdne in his own frowt yard, We struck Kenoye Airfield om the ige
lend of Kyushu ow the eighteenth of Mareh., The field is ons of the lergest on the
lgland. Sevaral hngers and numerous planes were destroyed om the ground, Severel
others were shot do\m in the air by the fighters. , :
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